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all his faults be forgiven; and may he be wafted to bliss by little
cherub boys, all head and wings, with no bottoms to reproach his
sublunary infirmities.' " Flogging was not the only form of punish-
ment at Christ's. Lamb's descriptions of solitary confinement in
fetters, and public scourging, fill the modern reader with horror.
Without attempting to defend the disciplinary methods of the 18th
and early 19th centuries we have to bear in mind that the universal
practice of flogging in schools was part and parcel of the attitude
to life adopted at that time. An age which began with the use of
the pillory and stocks for minor offences and hanged the small
pilferer, which later sanctioned transportation to Botany Bay and
suffered the sight of the bodies of criminals hanging on gibbets,
was not likely to be unduly disturbed by the flogging of schoolboys.
Locke was at Westminster as a pupil of Dr. Busby, whose name
has been handed down the ages as the type of the flogging school-
master. Perhaps the flogging by Dr. Busby aimed at achieving
something like the hardening and toughening process which Locke
recommended in his Thoughts on Education. Two masters at
Eton have been made famous by their flogging activities. One was
George Heath, headmaster from 1792 to 1801. Tradition has it
that on one occasion he administered ten cuts with two birches to
each of seventy boys, and that as a result he was laid up with aches
and pains for more than a week. This was probably his reply
to the open defiance of his orders by the fifth form and some of
the juniors who "shirked" the six o'clock absence and rowed up
the Thames as far as Maidenhead, The other headmaster famous
for his flogging was Dr. Keate, All kinds of legends have grown
round the latter and it is difficult to discover how far they are true.
There is, for example, very little foundation for the story that
Keate, in explaining the meaning of the Beatitudes, said, "Blessed are
the pure in heart. Mind that, it's your duty to be pure in heart.
If you are not pure in heart, I'll flog you." A better-authenticated
story is that of Keate flogging the boys who had been sent to him for
instruction as Confirmation candidates. The mistake can be easily
explained. The list of the candidates was on a piece of paper
of the same size and shape as that which bore the names of
offenders. Many of Keate's old pupils have recorded that at heart
he was really a kindly man and that his ferociousness was assumed.
Keate was called to the headmastership of Eton at a very difficult
and critical time. His predecessor was Dr. Goodall, who was
appointed Provost of Eton in 1809. During Dr. GoodalFs time,